
 
 

CITY OF HUNTINGTON BEACH 
          

ENVIRONMENTAL BOARD 

 
Meeting Minutes: July 3, 2008 
 
Present:          Guido, Justice, Marquez, Mootchnik, Schaaf, Smith, Soutner 
Absent:           Marshall, Rice   
City Staff: Rosemary Medel, Aaron Klemm 
Commission:  None 
Liaisons: None 
Public:  None  
Guests: None 
 
I. Call to Order/Roll Call 
 

The meeting started at 6:32 PM.   
 
II. Approval of Minutes 
 

The Board approved the minutes for the June 5, 2008 meeting.     
 
III. Public Comments  

 
Aaron Klemm, the new HB Energy Project Manager, introduced himself.  Aaron previously 
worked in the California State University Chancellor’s office.  He led numerous energy 
projects there.  He described the various issues he would be addressing in HB which will 
include energy conservation and management. 
 

IV. Action Items: 
 
1. Southern California Edison has asked for 16% increase in electrical rates. 
 
2. Bob Smith informed the Board of the upcoming Air Resources Board scoping study for 

the implementation of AB 32. 
 

3. Environmental Assessment No. 08-003 (Talbert Lake Diversion Project): The 
assessment analyzed the potential environmental impacts associated with the Talbert 
Lake Diversion Project involving the construction of a natural treatment system in the 
northeastern corner of Central Park, on the eastern side of Golden West Street.  The 
project will divert water, during the dry season, from the Wintersburg Channel via 
underground pipes to Talbert Lake and a proposed coastal wetlands area.  Both Talbert 
Lake and the proposed wetlands area are in Central Park.  The project is needed to 
reduce the pollutants going into Huntington Harbor and to naturally treat the water.  The 
Board approved Chairman Justice to send a letter to City Council that includes the 
following comments/concerns: 

  
a. The project design includes reuse of the Talbert Lake finished water effluent to 

irrigate Central Park, including the adjacent park property across Goldenwest Street.  
This possibility is mentioned in the report and should be a key element of the 
environmental project as a potable water conservation measure.   
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b. The Board recommends a water quality monitoring program be included to determine 
the pre-project and post-project water quality and environmental benefits.  

c. The project Neg/Dec document mentions that the project will benefit downstream 
receiving waters and help with the protection of beneficial uses.  It is not clear to the 
Board how and to what extent the project will achieve this objective.  

d. The Board recommends that since the project would treat polluted Wintersberg 
channel urban runoff flow from upstream cities (Fountain Valley, Garden Grove, 
Orange, Santa Ana and Anaheim), these cities should be required to implement 
programs to increase the quality and decrease the amount of the urban runoff 
diverted to the project.  

e. The Board is concerned about the general trend toward setting aside park property 
for uses other than traditional passive recreational park uses. The constructed 
wetland system will basically remove passive park open space (excluding the 
existing Talbert Lake).  While the project has environmental merits, this open space 
will be lost for public recreational use.  

f. The project Neg/Dec states that 89,000 cubic yard of soil will need to be removed 
and transported to a landfill. The Board strongly recommends the project design 
minimize grading and soil export and transport to the maximum extent practicable.  

g. The Board understands from the project Neg/Dec that a 5-year monitoring program 
will be required by the project regulatory permitting agencies. It is recommended that 
the Neg/Dec describe the plan for the long-term operation and maintenance of the 
project. This includes agency roles and responsibilities and financial capabilities to 
implement the plan.  

         
4. The new Executive Committee was elected.  The committee now consists of: 
 

Chairman  Dave Guido 
Vice Chairman  Bob Smith 
Secretary   Robert Schaaf 

 
5. HB City Closed School Sites - The City Council agreed to to purchase the LeBard school 

for $7 million and deed to the HB City School District a 3.5-acre property near the 
proposed Poseidon desalination project.  The city will also pay the district $400,000 to 
clean up the property.  This deal, which still needs approval from the district, will allow for 
sale of the school buildings(estimated at $3 million).  A private school has already shown 
interest in buying the buildings.  

 
6. Environmental sub-committee reports: 

 
a. Energy/Green – (Mootchnik, Guido, Smith, Marshall).  The Green Building sub-

committee, made up of the Green Building Committee’s Planning Commission and 
Environmental Board representatives, is putting together a Green Building Check 
List.   Planning for the upcoming Energy Fair is ongoing. 

b. Liquid/Solid Waste – (Justice, Schaaf, Soutner, Marquez). No update 
c. Business and Public Education – (Smith, Soutner, Rice, Marquez).    No update 
d. Environmental Awards – (Smith. Justice, Guido).   The revised award application 

was presented to the EB.  Plans are to award one winner for a residential project and 
one winner for a non-residential project.  Non-residential projects will include the 
commercial sector, government entities, and non-profit organizations.  Nominations 
will be accepted through October 10.  The awards will be presented in November.  
Rosemary Medel will check to see if the awards application can be put on the HB 
web site. 
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V. Information Items: 
 

1. Water Quality Update – None 
 
2. AES Update - None 
 
3. Field Trips 

a. LEED Building – Sue Marquez is researching a tour of the Newport Beach 
Environmental Nature Center Building.  The building is eligible for LEED Platinum 
certification. 

b. Grey Water – The tour of Pepperdine’s grey water facilities in Malibu is being 
investigated by Mike Marshall. 

c. Water conservation project 
 

4. Potential Speakers at upcoming meeting 
a. Orange County Water District 
b. Metropolitan Water District 
c. Duncan Lee of Public Works to discuss the Water Gem program.  Rosemary Medel                           
      will check into his availability. 
d. New HB water conservation coordinator 
 

5. City Council/Planning Commission Agenda and Study Sessions – None of interest 
  
VI. Administrative Items: 
 

1. The next meeting will be on August 7, 2008 at 6:30 PM, City Hall Council Chambers.  
 

VII. Adjournment 
 

The meeting adjourned at 8:30 PM. 
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